MINISTERS and MESSENGER a 
F THE SEVERAL P | 
BAPTIST CHURCHES On UTES 
| @OF THE 


NORTHAMPTO 


SHIRE ASSOCIATION, LU by 
Assembled at Kett 


RING, May 22, 23, 24. 1804. 
Maintaining the important do@trines of three equal perfons in the Godhead ; 
Serna) and perfonal election ; original fin; particular redemption 5 free juftifica- 
fon by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrilt; efficacious grace in regeneration ; the 
Gaal perfeverance of real believers} the refurrection of the dead ; the future judg- 
ment ; the eternal happinefs of the| righteous ; and everlafting mifery of fuch as die 
impenitent ; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably : 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent » or from which they bave received Letters : F 
Meeting at Lofcoe,* Derby thire ; Suiton-Ajbfield, and Nottingbam, Nottinghamhhire ; 
Sheepjhead, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, and Foxton, Leicefterthire ; Oak- 
bam, Rutland ; Spalding, Lincolnthire ; Gretton, Ciipftone, Guil/borough, Braunfton,* 
| Malgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire ; Olney, 
| Buckinghamfhire ; Dunflable, Bedfordthire; St. Albans, Hertfordfhire ; Sobam,* 
| Cambridgefhire; and Staffordthire. 
Grace be to you and Peage from God our Father, and from 
| | Jesus Christ our Lord! 

BELOVED BRETHREN ! 

A‘ many of our former annual meetings we have had the 

4% pleafure to witnefs and record various inftances of divine 
mercy, in reviving, ftrengthening, and encreafing the churches 
of this affociation: .but alas, it is not with us as in years patt! A | 
Small additions only have been made, except to one of our 
Weieties ; and there is at prefent a decreafe of our total num- | 
Det. In one part of the field the enemy hath fowed tares, and + 

Ieattered the feeds of difcord. Notwithftanding, we have ftill 
much to be thankful for. In other parts’ of our borders, breaches 
have been healed; fome of the churches have been happily | 
provided with minifters and: paftors, though there are others ~ | 


Rill deftitute. The refidue of the Spirit is with the Lord. 
T he fir object of true religion is to attach us to God, 
things above; -but this is not the whole of its defign: in 
pivpating ws for a future life, it fits us for the prefent: while _ i 
ge, US to the fear of God, it teaches us alfo to honour the 

in thefe fubjects we have often addrefled 

annual epiftles ; a now, agreeably to our propofal, 
we thall off the ‘ 


er a.few remarks 


OF CHRISTIA i$ TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 
oe re is no power but of God :, the powers that be are crdained of < 


one f va as the creatures of God, are equals; and no 


right as fuch to, call another to account for his ™ 
were teceived from thofe of the following churches thus diftin- 


The duty of christians to civil government. 
} 
| 
| 
No here 
4 
| | 
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to the officers of a chriftian church.—T he offices themfelves 


| actions, or to punith him for his crimes: all the Power on eqn} 


that is committed to men is to be. exercifed by them as dy, 
gates only, God himfelf having appointed all the ftation i 
authority, and thole who occupy them fhould know that ther 
occupy them as Ins delegates. The principal fources ¢ 
authority and power amongit men are found in the relations » 
parents, of hufbands, of the officers of a chriftian church and 
of the civil magiftrace: above them all, Chrift is appointed x 
fupreme; far above all principality and power, and might oj 
dominion, and every name that 1s named, not only in this world, by 
alfo in that which is to come; and to him all fubordinate auth 
rities muft render an account. As it pleafed Darius to govern 
by the heads of provinces, and to place three over the whole, 
and Daniel over all, that he himfelf might have no damage; 
fo it has pleafed God not to defer all vengeance till the judg. 
ment-day, but to appoint men as his agents in subordination tp 
the Son of Man, to whom all judgment is finally committed 
and who is Head over all things to the church. 
One’ of the firft powers ordained of God is that of parm 
over their children.—The Creator of all things plainly hr 
that the world would be in a ftate of confufion, if the maime. 
nance and government of children were not committed to thei 
parents; nor would he leave it to fociety to judge whether the 
will of the child, or that of the parent, were moft under the 
influence of wifdem. God has therefore paffed the univerfal hv 
in the first commandment: Honour thy father and thy malta, 
that thy days may be long upon the earth. | 
God has alfo eftablithed the power of the Au/band over th 
wite.—T o fet fociety at reft upon the fubject, to fecure domelit 
peace, and render every family an epitome of a nation, he i 
conftituted the man to be the head of the woman : Vives julal 
yourfelves to your own hufbands, as unto the Lord ; for the bujus 
4s the head of the wife, even as Chrift is the bead of the charch 
The Lord well knew that cafes would occur, in which 
‘woman was beft qualified to bear rule: but as that would 


be generally the cafe, he judged it much better to fubjedtatt 


wife women to the caprice of foolifh men, by the eftablifhmet 
of this power, than to fuffer private families and the pi 
courts to be conftantly difturbed with contentions abou™ 
right of precedency. 


Another {pecies of delegated authority is that which pert 


of divine appointment ; but the officers are the 0b) ‘i 
human choice. Yet when once they are chofen by the e 
over which they are to prefide, and while they continue” 
office, they are not to be treated as equals. “They 4 i 
fervants of the churches for Chrift’s fake, inafmuch as 
office is ordained to fubferve the general good ; but thi 
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pot imply equality, mbth lefs inferiority. On the contrary,. 
thus ftands the ftatute of heaven : Obey them that have the rule 

over you, and fubmit yourfelves 5 for they watch for your fouls, as 
they that mujt give account ; that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief, for that is unprofitable for you. 

But the highett delegated power on earth is in the hand of 
the civil masifirate.— W hile {ubmiffion to every ordinance of 
man of a civil nature is enforced upon us for the Lord’s fake 
that fubmiffion is efpecially required unto the King as fupreme, 
Hence all the inferior delegates of heaven are to be fubyject bas 
the prince, or chief magiltrate of the land, who is the M helt 
_minifter and greatéft image of God upon earth, Therefore 
“etevery foul be fubject unto the higher powers ; for there is no pawe 

but of God: the powers that be, are ordained of God. Whe Le ‘ 
therefore refifleth the power, refifleth the ordinance of 
they that refift fhall receive to themjelves damnation: jor ridlers ar 

mot a ierror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt ‘hea then not he 
‘afraid of the power ? Do that which 1s good, and thou fhalt & " 
praife of the fame: for bets the minifier of God to thee fi load, 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he bear a ine 
fword in vain: for he is the minifler of God a reeien pia a 
wrath upon bim that deeth evil. Wherefore ye mu/ft b 
not only for wrath, but alfa for confcience fake. For, for te i 
pay you tribute aljo: for they are God’s minifters attenilip ithe 
wr very thing. Render therefore to all their dhe 
to whom cufiem, fear to whom fear, honour 

iad a ~_ of equity, as well as the law of heaven, requires 
overnment fhould be fupported by 

good they are ordained ; that is, by th 

Our property therefore mutt be free! 

ae d with, when th 
expences of government r 
the ftate. To fee the penalties of the law nied nig at’ ing 
to fupprefs infurrections, and contend with f 
among the duties we owe to civil governm 
exertions are legally called|for; and b r le aff 
tion to the laws, and influence in fociet 
our governors. as fafe and as eafy as po ible 
It is not fufficient that we abftain f 
fpeaking, and the like; for this ma 
government as fuch, by whatever political men it may 


adminiftered, And if ‘i fuch, we fhal! pray to God for 


them 

<a 9 yay would qualify them to rule with wifdom and 

aren oe ae in his fear: alfo that God would blefs them 

Sibinnatscan ‘ an make them heirs of eternal life.. If, as the 
cach, they be Godis, minifters, attending continually 
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on this very thing; viz. to prevent, or deftroy thofe wh 
would dilturb or deftroy us, they ought for fuch fervices tg 
have our gratitude aud prayers in return. Hence, the injyn. 
tion of the apottle: / exhort therefore, that ps of all, fupplica. 
tions, prayers, interceffions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men: for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we may lad 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godline/s and Lone/iy, 

iu honouring the king, it 1s true, we mult preferve a fupreme 
regard to the fear of God. All obedience to creatures muft te 
in fubferviency to hin. While therefore we render to Cxfg 
the things that are Cwlar’s, we mult referve for God the thing 
that are God’s. Men who fear not God will often flacter their 
fuperiors, and for their own intereft yield even their confciences 
to their decifions. Hence it is that religious people, who in cafes 
wherein diviné and human laws have clalhed, have confciep. 
tioufly adherec to the former, have in all ages, by fuch fatter 
ers, been acculed of difloyalty. language is impreffively 
depicted in the words of Amaziah, the prieft of Bethel, who 


‘firtt fent to king Jeroboam ; faying, Amos Bath confpired agamp 


thee in the midfi of the houfe of re ; and afterwaids addrefled 
the prophet himitelf, faying, O4 thou Seer, go, flee thee away int 
the land of “‘fudah, and there eat bread, and prophefy there: but pre 
phefy not any more at Bethel; for it is the king's chapel, and it is the 
hing’s court 

Nor were fuch charges preferred only againft the prophets 
The godly jews in Babylon refufed to obey the king's com 
mandment in matters pertaining to their God, and witha noble 
indifference expofed their lives rather than difhonour him. The 
apcftles, and primitive chriftians too, though in civil matters 
{crupuloufly obedient to the powers that were, yet when com 
manded to {peak no more in the name of Chrift, boldly a 
fwered, Whether it be right to hearken unto you rather than ws 
God, judge ye: we cannot but fpeak the things which we have jes 
and heard. On the fame principle the martyrs of Jefus hare 
acted in every fucceeding age, and their conduét haf food 


approved not only in the word of God, but very often int 
confciences of their perfecutors.. 

But as every thing of value has its counterfeit, fo ther 
have not been wanting individuals who under a matk of rel- 
gious zeal, have engaged in confpiracies, or fown the feeds of 
difcontent and difaffection in all companies; and others 
who having lott their zeal in a better caufe, have dealt in 
fame line as far as was confiftent with their perfonal fafety. 
Such characters were found among primitive chriftians, 
even among their teachers. Of thele the apoftles, Peter 3 
Jude, wrote in very. impreflive language, The picture #8 
they have drawn ought to make chriftians tremble at lilteniMg 
to the conversation of fuch perfons. ‘They de/pife 
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: us. [elf-willed, not afraid to peak evil of dignities : 
words of they pe e liberty 
gathers, they themfelves are the Jervants of corruption—filt y dream~ 
ars, who defile the flesh, de/pife dominion, and /peak evil of digmities ; 
ling language which even an archangel dare not ule even againft 
the devil ; /peaking evil of thofe thing which they know not: MUR- 
MURERS, COMPLAINERS, Lhefe are in your Seafts of cha- 
rity, when they feat with you, feeding themfelves without fear ; 
douds without water, carried about of winds; trees whofe fruit 
‘withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the rools ; rag- 
| jug waves of the fea, f naming out their own Shame ; wandering flars, 
‘to whom is referved the blacknefs of darkne/s for ever ! | 
What the apottles addrefled to the primitive chriftians, we in 
like manner, brethren, addrefs to you: But ye, beloved, building 
up yourfelves on your moft holy faith, keep yourselves in the love of | 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord fejus Ghrifi unto eternal life. 
And thould any of the members of our churches have been : 
carried away by the political blafts which have of late years 
pafled over us, the counfel which follows will be truly appli- . 


cable to fuch cafes: Of fome have compaffion, making a difference ; 
abers fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating the gar- 
ment {potted by the flesh! 

As protettant diflenters we have fometimes been accufed of ; 
difloyalty. We fhall not deny that there are individuals, who | 
are fo called, of this defcription ; nor that a proportion of them, 
in common with other men, have been influenced by the times 
which have pafled over us: but as a general charge it has never 
yet been fubltantiated. And we mutt do ourfelves and our con- 
gregations the jultice to declare, that many of thofe things 
which have been alleged to our difadvantage, fuch as zeal in ) 
promoting Lord’s-day {chools, and village preaching, have arifen . PB 
from very different motives. ‘It is our duty, however, to repel imi 
thefe infinuations by fomething more than words; and to con- Ue 
vince fociety at large, as well as our governors, by a peace- 
able and loyal behaviour that they are utterly unfounded, 
Whatever objection we may have againi{t an eftablifhed church, 
(and trong objeGtions we have again{t it, or from a regard to. 
the peace of fociety, we would not diflent from it;) yet we 

ve none againft the ftate. But were we of a contrary opinion, 
and did not approve of the conftitutional principles of the 
kg NGg as we cordially do, yet even then we fhould 
. cem it our duty to be firm and conftant in our obedience.to 
\ ¢ laws, in fo far as they do not require us to violate the laws 

God, and that for the following reafons. 

ir; Becaufe government in the worft form in which it 
ever been adminiftered is much to be preferred to anarchy, 

ven are fo prone to evil, that without law, without penal- 

y and @ power to enforce ne neither life nor property, 
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nor any of the bleffings we hold moft dear would be 
from the bold and powerful plunderer, ‘lhe untverf{,| preva. 
Jence of true religion would indeed fecure the tranquillity of 
the world, and protect the rights of individuals: but While 
men fear not God, neither will they regard man ; and fociety 
in the prefent ftate of things would fcarcely exit without the 
exiftence of civil government. It is on this principle, ye 
apprehend, that the apoftle enjoined fubjection to the 
that were even in the times of Nero; and that he confidered 
rulers even then as not a terror to good warks, but to the evil, and 
as the minifters of Ged for good: not abiolutely, nor with relpedt 
to the accidental exceptions which arole trom the Cruelty of 
the fupreme magiitrate ; but compared with a {tate of aivarchy, 
and with refpect to the general tendency of civil government 
at all times. 
Secondly: Obedience is due to the civil magiftrate for con 
feience jake.—For this caufe the primitive chriftians were re. 
quired to render to all their dues ; tribute to whom tribute, cum 
to wvhom cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour; and 
to owe no man any thing, but to love one another. Influenced by 
this principle, we ihall ftand aloof from thofe who deal in 
contraband goods, pretending that there is no evil in cheating 
government; and fhall avoid the practice of thofe who avai 
themflelves of every expedient to evade the taxes. —Our obi 
gations do not increafe and diminifh as governors may happen 
to be good or bad ; for we owe our duty not to the men, bet 
to their office. As it is in all the other diftributions of power, 
fo it is here : God has not commanded children and fervantst0 
be obedient only to parents and mafters who are kind and gentle, 
but alfo to the froward ; which fully proves that the ebligatiot 
is‘due to the ftation they occupy, and not to the charattes 
who occupy it. For the fame reafon we are to confider publit 
rulers in their office to be of God, inafmuch as they fil the 
ftation which he has ordained. Deriving that power from 
whieh he has attached to their ftation in fuciety, it becom 
teligious people who make the will of God the rule of thei 
conduct, confcientioufly to fubmit to them, even though the 
laws which they ena& fhould be oppreflive. We fay nothing 
of the courfe which a nation ought to puriue in extraordinaty 
cafes, as where the legiflature ittelf may be divided, or whet 
the leading authorities are employed in overturning the firl 
principles of the government which they have engaged | 
maintain. It were very difficult, if not impoffible, tom” 
out beforehand the path of duty in fuch circumftances, um 
it were'in very general terms, ‘Suffice it for us to fay wht® 
the ordinary duty of private individuals. In cafes where ™ 
feel ourfélves agerieved, we havea right, common wl! 


fellow fibjeas, ih a refpetful manner to~ petition and 
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rate, availing ourfelves of our privileges as Englifhmen, 
like manner as Paul did of his as a Roman: but if this do not | 
remove the evil, we mutt bear it. We may fay of a ftate, in | 
fome cafes, as David did of Saul; but there we muft leave it; | 
‘The Lord fhall {mite it, or its day fhall come to die, or it | 
fhall defcend into battle and perifh ; but the Lord forbid that | 
we fhould ftretch forth our hand againft it!’ | 

Thirdly : Real chriftians have more reafon than others to | 
be attached to civil government, and thankful for the bleffings 
arifing from it. Thole who are born after the flefh have always 
perfecuted thofe who are born after the {pirit, and fo it is now. 
Evil men have not only manifefted an implacable hatred to the 
caule and fervants of Chrift, but they have allo hitherto formed 
the great majority in every nation under heaven: hence they 
have neither been deftitute of the power nor of the inclination 
to have exterminated the godly from the face of the earth; and 
but for the interpofition of the civil power, this had long fince 
been accomplifhed. This is the hedge which God has placed 
round his vineyard, that the wild boar of the wood fhould not 
devour it. If there were no fanétuary for good men in the 
ftate, there would be none for them under heaven: and if the 
foundations be deftroyed, what can the righteous do? 

Fourthly: Obedience is due to civil government not merely 
on thefe principles, but in confideration of the advantages 
which we derive from it.—Whatever imperfections or failings 
may attend che conftitution under which we live, and failings 
there are in every thing human; yet upon the whole it may 
be queftioned whether there be a nation under heaven in which . | 
there is a greater portion of happinefs or fecurity. And if on e 
thefe confiderations it become us to cherifh a {pirit of con- } 
tentment as men, we are {till more obliged to be grateful as . | 
chriftians, 
Finally, brethren: As chriftians it is of great importance 
that we take no fuch part in any of the affairs of this life as | 
thall incapacitate us for the greater duties of doing good to the | 

| 


| 


fouls of men with refpeét to another. When an eminent man, 
r. Howarp, travelled into different countries to ameliorate 
the condition of the moft miferable of mankind, he did not 
embroil himfelf in political difputes refpeting the government \ 
of nations. Such a conduct would have foon put an end - 
. Is labours. When miffionaries are fent into heathen coun- Ee 
bibetbaeikani chriftianity, it is of the utmoft importance bE 
al they fay and do nothing that thall raife a prejudice againft 
a the caule they take in hand, or draw upon them the 
difpleafure of the powers that be. And are we not all mif- 
ea oe Is it not the great end of our exiftence as chriftians 
4 forth the word of life to all clafles and degrees of men? 
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For us to live fhould be Chrift. But if we embroil ourfelyy 


in political contentions, or conduct ourfelves in any other thy 
a quiet, peaceable, and upright manner, we fhall, to fay the 
leaft, fhut the door of accefs to great numbers about US, a5 well 
as render ourfelves ufele(s to thofe by whom we may continye 
to be efleemed. The lives of chriftians muft be: facred 
Chrift. To him, if they be what they profefs to be, they hay 
devoted themfelves, with all they have and are. Their blog 
\is precious in his fight, and fhould in one fenfe be precious ig 
their own. It is a difgrace to a foldier of the Lamb to facrifig 
his life or liberty in any conteft but his. Let worldly men 
fuffer as evil doers, or as bufy bodies ; referve your life for Chrif, 
If any man fuffer AS A CHRISTIAN, let him not be afbamed: bu 
let him glorify God on this behalf. A. FULLER, Moderaia, 
BREVIATES. 

Tuesday evening vi. Assembled for public worship, Brother 
Fuller, minister of the place, prayed ; and was chosen Moderator, 
Letters from the churches were read, the church at Dunstable wa 
received, and brother Heighton closed with prayer. 

Wednesday morning vi. Met for prayer. Brethren Morgan, 
Ayre, Tyso, Franklin, Nichols, Evans, and Douglas were engaged 
in this exercise. 

Morning x3. Attended public worship, Brother Cave beganin 
prayer: brother Blundel, preached . fygm Col. i. 18. That in al 
things He might have the Brother Crapps prayed: 
brother Sutclif preached from Matt. v.13. Ye are the salt of th 
earth, Sc.: and brother Mills concluded with prayer. 

Afternoon, The ministers and messengers retired to read the 
Circular Letter, drawn up by bretuer Blundel, which was approve, 
and ordered to be printed. | 

Evening vi, Public worship was again attended to. Brother 
Keely prayed: brother Franklin preached from Psal. xvi. 11,—al 
brother Cor concluded the service. 

Thursday morning vii, Met again. Brother Jarman praytt: 
several of the pastors of the churches related their experience, a 

-brother Burton prayed at the close.—The state of the fund am 
other concerns were then adjusted, and the association closed wit 
prayer by the moderator, 

Brother Morris is appointed to write the Circular Letter, te 
manner of attending to divine ordinances. Our next Association? 
proposed to be held at DUNSTABLE, on the ‘I'vesday and Wet 

nesday Whitsun-week, Brethren Heighton aud Fuller 
preach, t> Put up at the Crown. 
State of the Churches since the last Association. 
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The manner 0 attending to divine ordinances. 


FROM THE ? 


MINISTERS AND MESSENGER 


THE SEVERAL 


P | | OF THE 
* , NORTHAMP'TONSHIRE ASSOCIATION: 
% Assembled at DUNSTABLE, June 11, 12, 13, 1805. 
‘Maintaining the importan doctrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead; 


‘eternal and perfonal eléétion 3 original fin; particular redemption ; free juftifica- 
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chritt ; efficacious grace in regeneration; the 
final perfeverance of real believers; the refurreétion of the dead; the future judg» 


ment; the eternal happinefs of the righteous ; and everlafting mifery of fuch as 
die impenitent; with the congvigncielal order of the churches, inviolably : 


To the feveral Churches they reprejent » or from which they have received Letters : 


Meeting at Lofcoe, Derbythire Sutton-Afbfield, and Nottingbam, Nottinghambhire ; 
Sheepfhead, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, and Foxton, Leicefterfhire ; 
bam, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnthire; Gretton, Ciipftone, Guilfborough, Braunfton, 
Woalgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire ; Olney, 
Buckinghambhire ; Dunflable, and Luten, Bedfordthire ; St. Albans, Hertfordthire 
and Burton-upon-Yrent, Staffordhhire. 


GRACE BE TO YOU AND PEACE FROMGOD OUR FATHER, AND FROM JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD ! 


Beloved Brethren! 


N the courfe of our | te annual epiftles, we have addrefled 
4 you, on feveral practical fubjedts intimately conne&ted with 
the. worfhip of God. We have explained to you in fome 
degtee, the nature of divine ordinances, particularly bap- 
tim, church-fellowfhip, and the Lord’s fupper; and have 
alfo urged a few motives, to enforce a compliance with thefe 
things ;* but it is of great confequence that the {pirit in which 
they are attended to fhould ¢orrefpond with their holy nature. 
Agreeably therefore to the propofal at our laft meeting, we now 
fubmit to your confideration a few thoughts on THE MANNER~ - 
OF ATTENDING TO DIVINE ORDINANCES. 

All the duties comprehended in thefe facred exercifes, are re- 
ducible to the manner of our aie and the ftate of mind in 
_ Which we engage in them. Some things require attention be- 

fore hand, and certain hindrances to be avoided, if we would 
worthip the Lord without diftraction. | 

I, Regard mutt be paid to time. We muft remember the 
aoe day before it comes, if we would keep it holy. Stated 
a oe of public worfhip muit be kept in view, and previous 
fore Aaa made, in order to meet their approach with com- 

» €lpecially with perfons cancerned in bufinefs, or who have 
pt of families. For want of this, fome are careful and 
the fee about many things, when they fhould be fitting at 

Fest of Jefus; and are labouring for the bread that perifh- 
. ® See Letters for the year 1800 to 1803, 
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